The third member of the commission, commissioner
Burton H Adams precipitated the whole thing when
he criticized the emtropolitan (sic) water districts

application as a "water grab.”

AMERICAN TFORK =— An:

extoutive .commitice comprized

ul mayors of northern Utah,
!eities was set up Tuesday night |
ito profest proposed drilling of
a well near the mouth of Amer
ican Fork Canyon

The Metropolitan Water Dis.
triet of Halt Take Cily has
(asked the statc ecogineer for
purmisgion o develop new
water supplies from that well
and liew proposed wells at Ddth
Soulh on Salt Lake County's

wast hench,

i Hmwever, lwn of the three
cmembers af the Tlah County
CCommission formally moved tn
pretest the proposed American

Another Water Hole Scrap

Fork water developmont “only
aftet complete investigation of
Lhe matter.”

The third member of the come-
mizsion, Comuemissioner Burton:
H. Adams, precipitated Lhe
whole thing when D erilieized |
the emtropolitan  water dis.,
triet’s application as = “water
grah.”

He was mol prezent when
Commissioners Steyling [
Jones and Verl G, THxon moved |
1o have County ALy, Arnald|
Rowlance draft & protest arier|
investigalion of the matier,

Commissioner Jones said he

did nol consides 1he jespe as
zlgmifivavl sinee ne owater has
been  approprated, an o owells

drilled amd ginec hundreds of
such well applications are filed |
annually, all subject to foll in-:
vestigation and legal recourse,

Stale Engineer Joseph M.
Tracy said the proposed Amer-
ivan Fork well was advertiged
by error in a Midvale paper, bui
that it would be readvertised al
a later date in a Utah County
LEWSPRPET,

Then, he said, the matier
waollld be set for public hearing.

MNamed Lo head the 10-mem-

ber committee of protesting

Utah Coundy  mayors at the

meeting here Tuesday night was|
Mayvor Lewis Wells of Pleasant|.
Grove. .

b

Water meaning what it does lo our
economy, there is almost always a waler
dispute golog on in the West,

If it is not betwoen slates—as witness
the Upper Basin-Southern Calilornia fight
over Colorado River water—it is between

" municipalities, or belween farming neigh-
bors along the same irrigation ditch,

At the morment the mast publivized Joral
disagreement is over plans of Lthe Sali
Lake Metropolitan Water Distriel (o drill
viells at the mouth of Americun Fork Can-
yon in Utah County, Ulsh County officials
are protesting vehemenily and charging an

- attempl Lo “steal” their water,

For the informalion of the public, the
basic faets in this, or any other Utah water
dispute, are these:

All water, whether surlace or under-
ground, belongs to the slate,

Any individual, corporation, municipals
ity, ete, may lile with the state engineer’s

~ oifice a request to usc any unappropriated
‘water in the state

The slale engineer must advertise the
claim in a newspaper of general circula-
tion in the area of the source of the waler
(this, by error, was not originally done in
the Salt Lake-Utah County case) and invite
prolests. Protests will be heard and a pub-
lie hearing held, if thought necessary

If the engineer defermines that the
water in question has not proviously been
appropriated, it must be awarded to the
first person or group to file on it County
borders have no bearing on the guestion
A Belt Lake individual or Eroup may le-
gally file on waler originating in Liag
County—or for that matter in any county
—just as Utah County residents may file
on (previcusly unappropriated) Salt Lake
County waler,

If either party declines to accepl Lhe
state engineer’s decision, the case can be
appedled Lo district courl—and eventually,
if 7l iz so desired, to the State Supreme
Court.

That is the general procedure. In the
American Fork Canyon case, the proper
legal nolices have now been published in
Uiakh County papers and protests will be
received. There seems {0 be no need, in
view of the cleancut legal procedure, for
# public name-calling haitle,

The state engineer will hesr both sides,
and will attempt lo decide whelher or not
te grant the Salt Lake Metropolitan Board's
request.  Only one question will have any
pertinancy: ¢

Has, or has not, the water which the
proposed wells would produce heen pre-
vionsly approprialed? :



