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BEFORE THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF UTAH

IN THE MATTER OF APPLLICATIONS
MEMORANDUM DECISION

NOS: 34941 and 34942
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AP~Jration No. 34941 was filed by the Metropolitan Water District of

,..~alt Lake... City to appro.pr.iate 60,000 a.cr.e -f~et Lof water frorp. Big Cottonwood Creek
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located in Sec. 13 T2S R2E SLB&M. Application No. 34942 was filed by the same

applicant to k appropriate 50,000 acre-feet of water from Little Cottonwood Creek

to be impounded in a reservoir created by an earth dam located in Sec. 12 T3S RlE

SLB&M. The water under each of these applications is to be used for municipal

requirements of Salt Lake City and other cities and communities in Salt Lake

County. Both of these applications were extensively protested by water users

on each stream and a hearing relative4 to these applications was held Jan. 23, 1964.

In a letter dated May 20, 1964, from the Metropolitan Water District of

Salt Lake City, it was indicated that construction of the reservoir and the divert-

ing works under Application No. 34942 is not scheduled to begin until about

July 1, 1979, and under Application No. 34941, work will not begin until about

1990. This office is aware that ~lhs~*t~ll reasonable steps to insure

a water supply at a future date, but we also believe that the water resources of

the state should not be tied up for unreasonable lengths of time without definite

steps being taken toward actual development. Once filings of this magnitude are

approved, other prospective appropriators of these sources will be discouraged

because this applicant, may at some future date take the water under th~arly

priorit~ Although we xeX realize that plans and programs Ifor the future change

to meet actual conditions as they develop, we are of the opinion that before these

applications may be needed, water may be available to the applicant from other

sources) or programs for development" of additional waters, if needed, may be

developed. Undeveloped filings of this magnitude will appreciab~ discourage other

bonafide applications of water.~We feel that this office should not allow appli­

cations to be made and remain on the records without some actual progress toward




