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1 am delighted to become the new director of Umh Rivers Council. \Xlhen I was mayor of Salt J.ake City, I became
unusuaUy lntetested in water when [ had overall tesponsibility of a water system that scrves 1/3 of 'alt Lake
County. There are seven major streams feeding Salt Lake County's water needs, and I am proud of Salt Lake Clry's
Icgacy of workmg to keep those streams free flowing and as pristinc as possible in an urban em'u nment.

The L'tnh R.I"ers Council has been a favorite of mine e,'cr since Zack Frankel told me hc was foundmg It. Ir I the
hcst foclIsed rn\rironmentaJ gJ:oup working to avoid unnecessary and harmful water stnlCnlrf'~ and (II\"("[SIOOS,

enhance our riparian zones for beauty and wildlife, and encourage and aid river use such as boating, kayaking,
fishing, bird watching, and hiking.

L'tah's R.I,·ers are pnceless bur they are being assaulted with the demands of overdevclopment and population
pressure. La \'egas IS threatening to drain our \'(Iestem Desert. The Bear Ri,'er, a majestic waterway noll' largely
unsporled, I in the gun sights of water managers who want to di"ert It as far as Salt [,ake County. Gooseberry
Creek, a diamond creek in an amazing valley, is tlueatened by an 80-year old dam proposal.

I f the water lords win, we'U see huge negative impacts to our rivets and creeks. Ctiticalto the integrIty of the arid
west, these waterways support migratoty bird habitat, recreation, and culinary water supplIes. J ell' dams and
w"erslons will rapidly erode the natural resources we alIlO1'e in Utah and lea,'e us wondenng why we didn't do
more to stop these destructi,'e projects.

These arc lusr some of the tlueats we face, We need your help OW!

\X'e are 1Il1tlating urgent campaigns to inform the decisions of water managers and politicians, They must be aware
that they don't han to turn to high cost reservoirs, dams, canals, and utigation systems in order to ensure our
commullJues grow with adequate water supplies.

'l1,ey need to leam me message Li tab Rivers Council will work furiou ly to spread.

That message is simple: There is so much waste of watet now tllat conservation is ti,e way for the future. We can
conunue to meet healmy and wise growth and maintain our great Utah lifestyle by consen-ing water and avoldlllg
expensive and destnlcri'7c alternatives.

Please be generous! Before It is too latel

Sincerely,

Ted \X'ilson
Duector

1055 F.a'12100 Soulh, Suite 207' Sail Lake City, UT 84106' 801-186-4776' www.ulahrivers,org

Fund raising letter of March, 2008 
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