
WATER RIGHTS PURCHASES:
AS A MEANS OF PROT8CTING THE WATERSHEDS
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1. Salt Lake City has had a long standing policy Of
water rights ~n the canyon streams along eastern Salt
County.
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2. The City's -water rights in Parleys, Millcreek, Big apd
Little COttonwood Canyons are based on "exchange" agreemepts with
the original appropriators, whereby Salt Lake City proviqes Utah
Lake water i.n exchange for the high quality canyon water.: These
exchanges were made between 1888 and 1935.
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3. Through these exchange agreements, Salt Lake City hUs gained
control of the canyons. r

a. 1914 and 1934 Congressional legislation to ~rotect

Salt Lake City Water supplies. !

i
b. Utah State Legislation granted first class fities
(Salt Lake City) extraterritorial jurisdiction1to
protect its water supply and watersheds. ;
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c. Through ownership of the water rights the c~ty has
control1.ed growth in the canyons by controlling water
sales perrr.its . Salt Lake has had 5.n place a water
sales moratorium since 1981.

·.·4. The City has purchased water r5.ghts as they have come
available. In this manner Salt Lake City becomes the "outright
owner" o£ the rights rather than an oWner through contract. As
the owner through contract, the City.,:rnust fully comply with the
terms and conditions of the e.xchange agreements. We are dealing
with individual owners and companies that have their interests to
protect. The City has had several law suits over the years with
various companies.

5. As ~ong as the water rights are held by the individual or
the companies there is a potential for water being transferred
into the canyons. A case in point is the Boyer Development in
Emigration Canyon. By acquiring water rights from Mount Olivet
Cemetery and transferring them up the canyon th~y were able to
acquire the necessary water rights to develop. Salt Lake City
had refused to provj.de wate:;: to thls development.

6. If an individual or company was successful in transferring
their water, either by stock or water right up into the other
canyons, SuIt Lake City will loose contr.ol of the ability to
control growth by denying water sales contracts.
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7. Controliing the water rights is just as important as owning
the ~and, where there is so much private land available. It is
to the City'S. beat interest to acquire water rights·£rom the
various owners with 'l;Jholl\ it has exchange contracts. If we do not
do so, they wi~l seek out others to meet their best interest. Up
until now the city has control~ed the canyons and the water
rights. It ~ould be a ndstake to invite others to dea~ with
those who own the water I:'ights in these canyons.
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