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Ma y or1 s Week l y Summary

• Began l e g a l investigation of reestablishing t h e City 1s water rights
t o wells d r i l led i n the 1930s along t h e Jord a n River in Lehi . Th i s
may stir up some issues in utah Cou nty a nd Leh i .

• Me t wi t h t he Sou t h Salt Lake Plann i ng a nd Zo n i ng commission
regar d i ng r ebui l ding the 3rd East Pumpi ng St at i on at 250 0 Sou th 300
East . The y were i nterested i n the s ur p l us pr ope rty a s s oc iated with
thi s pr o ject.

• He t wi t h wayne crawford r egarding !'li s a ppr o v e d Fa r r and Harper
wa t e r right appl icat i o n that allows him t o d r i l l a we l l a nd bui ld
5 cabins i n Big cottonwood Ca nyon. The City has f i led a lawsui t
r egar d i ng t he decision ; however, in a n e f for t t o ne gotiate h is
wi t hd r a wa l of t h e approved app l i c a t i o n , we i nd i c a t e d a wi l l i ng n e s s
t o d i s c u s s the mat ter . He confronted him wit h our t itle search a nd
engine er ing investigation that i nd i c ate d t h e r e was no Fa rr & Harp e r
wate r r i ght assoc i a ted with t he rights h e ha d purchased a nd t hat
unles s pump e d, t he sUbj ect property h e pu rchas ed the wate r right
from c ould not be i r rigated f rom the Fa rr a nd Harper Ditch Syste m.

He a g reed with o ur f a c tua l represe nta t ion ; ho we ve r, he i nd i cat e d
t hat he v iews t his as a bus iness opportun i ty a nd now t ha t h e has
fou nd a wa y to circumvent the City ' s Canyon ~vater Sa les Ordi na nce,
he plans t o acqui re o t her rights and has bu s ine ss par t ner s t o
fu lfi l l t he market demand f or water in Big Cott onwood Canyo n . He
s a i d that he would stop his busine ss ve nture i f the Ci t y would buy
his 5 l o t s (with water) fo r $500 ,000.

We i nd i ca ted t o h im t ha t we would :, Jt be wi l l i ng to set t l e u nd er
hi s ter ms a nd wil l proceed wi t h t he l a wsu i t . (The same e ngineer ing
study indic ate s tha t over 80 % of t he water in t h e Farr a nd Harpe r
Di t ch ha s be e n f or f ei t ed t hrough nonu s e, g reat l y l imiting o ur
e xposure fr om the wate r right .) we fe e l that i f we pursue t he
l a ws uit, i t will send a s t rong mes sag e to othe rs and the s ta t e
Eng ineer o n f uture a ttempts t o transfer wa ter into the c a nyons .
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SLC water department sues others to "send a strong message."
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SLC water department sues the State Engineer to "send a strong message."
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• Water Development Coalition Meeting. The following recommendati+>ns
will be presented to the legislature:

1. Maintain the integrity of SB 49 sales taxes funding with 1/16%
for transportation funding and 1/16% for water, beginning on
July 1, 1997.

2. Remove barriers to bond market for local financing of water
projects. Legislation should be passed allowing all local
water project sponsors (to include water conservancy
districts) to issue bonds pursuant to the Utah Municipal Bond
Act.

3. Dam Safety restoration plan to provide legislation authorizing
a ten-year, $50 million program to restore the structural
integrity to Utah's unsafe dams, estimated to cost in today's
dollars $62 million. It is recommended that $5 million be
appropriated in the 1996-97 budget to begin engineering for
identified dams requiring immediate attention. The monies
will be used as participation funds, with the dam owners
paying a portion of the cost.

4. state incentive to encourage access to the bonding market by
passing legislation that would encourage local project
sponsors to seek financing in the pUblic market by providing
funds from the existing State water agencies (i. e., Water
Resources, Safe Drinking Water and Water Quality) who would be
required to reserve 10% of all available funds for a pUblic
financing program ("Incentive Reserve"). These funds would be
available to only those projects that have formed "local
financing cooperatives," which have been successfully formed
by school boards and municipal electrical systems. The IPP
Project is the result of a local government financing
cooperative.

5. state Appropriations Recommendation:

1996-97
New Funds for Existing Programs
New Dam Safety Restoration Program

1997-98
New Funds for Existing Programs (SB 49)
New Funds (General Fund)
Dam Safety Program (2nd Year)

6. continued~StateWater Planning.

$15,000,000
5,000,000

$20,000,000

$15,000,000
5,000,000
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$25,000,000
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• The first meeting of the newly formed JTAC organization was held to
begin watershed management of Deer Creek Reservoir and the lower
Provo River. This has been a major goal of ours this year to
extend watershed protection programs to this source of drinking
water.

• The city/County Health. Department Environmental Health Division has
requested Mountain Dell Golf Course take steps to correct problems
with the existing wastewater disposal violation. Currently,
sanitary sewage is surfacing on the golf course, which is within
the City's watershed. The four-point action plan includes
connecting all toilet waste effluent into an existing holding tank
and completely replacing the existing drain field for gray water.

• The Wing Pointe Golf Course irrigation project was approved for
$384,773 by the Coordinating Committee under the Central Utah
Completion Act Conservation Credit Program. Also, the joint City­
Greater Salt Lake Audubon Society "wiser Water Use in Salt Lake
city" project was approved for $22,700. The Central Utah Water
Conservancy District Board will approve the recommendations in
December after another public hearing.
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